Churchill Classic

Individual Events Judging Instructions

Interpretation and Public Speaking Notes
What to Bring
A writing utensil and paper for your own personal notes

A stopwatch is optional, but timekeeping of some sort is necessary for the extemps.

Things to Do

* Please sign and rank every ballot (no rank may be given more than once per round)

1 = The Best; 6-8 = The Least Best

* Write positive, critical comments

* Fill in all the information you can at the top of the ballot.

* Report to the judges’ table and to the round on time.

* Please work as quickly as you can so that we can keep the tournament on schedule.

* Return ballots to the judges’ table as soon as the round is over.

* Oral critiques are not encouraged.  Please withhold all ranks from the competitors.

* Speaking order is pre-arranged.  Try to stick to it as much as possible.  But, students may be entered in more than one event at a time.  This is called “Cross-entry.”  Please wait 15 minutes after your last competitor if all the performers have not yet shown up.  Cross-entered students may need to leave before the round is over.

* Be confident in your ability to judge.  These competitors are looking for your opinion.

* If you keep time, indicate on the master ballot that visible time signals were given.  Performers who go beyond the grace period in a round shall not be ranked first in that round. Ranking is otherwise up to the judge.  The judge may consider audience reaction in a round before enforcing the penalty for going overtime.
Rules of Individual Events

Oral Interpretation and Program Oral Interpretation
Time Limit: 10 minutes with a 30 second grace period

Oral Interpretation consists of alternating rounds of Prose and Poetry. Program Oral Interpretation is a performance of a collection of literature from a variety of genres that has been woven together by the student. The competitor must use a script as an integral part of the performance.  Though the script should be read from a binder, the performer should also be familiar enough with the piece to involve the audience in the selection, rather than simply reading.  Prose is a selection in short story form and Poetry may be a single poem or a collection of poems.

Dramatic Interpretation and Humorous Interpretation

Time Limit: 10 minutes with a 30 second grace period

Dramatic and Humorous are memorized, acting-oriented events.  These 10-minute selections from plays, short stories or novels may include multiple characters or may be only one.  These events may not use notes or scripts.  Rank the students based on who evoked the humor or emotion of their selection most effectively.  Dramatic will be more dramatic in tone and Humorous will focus on being funny.

Original Oratory and Informative Speaking
Time Limit: 10 minutes with a 30 second grace period

Oratory and Informative are 10-minute, memorized speeches written by the student on a topic of their choosing.  Most oratories are primarily persuasive in nature, while informatives are primarily meant to be informative. Otherwise, the most noticeable difference between the two events is that speakers are allowed to use a visual aid in Informative Speaking. The effectiveness of both the writing and the delivery are components of your ranking.
Foreign and Domestic Extemporaneous Speaking

Time Limit: 7 minutes with a 30 second grave period

Extemp is a 7-minute speech for which the competitors have 30 minutes to prepare.  As the judge, you are not responsible for the topic drawing process.  The speakers will come in the room one at a time, present the topic to you and then give their speech.  Depending on the division of extemp you judge, the topic will either be on a foreign issue or an issue dealing with the United States.  You should rank the speakers based on organization, relevant information, analysis of the topic itself, and delivery effectiveness.

Duet Acting

Time Limit: 12 minutes with a 30 second grace period

This is a two-person acting event featuring selections from plays, short stories or novels.  The pair of actors may use two chairs, but no other costumes or props.  The students may interact with each other.  Drama and Comedy will compete in the same round.

Duo Interp
Time Limit: 10 minutes with a 30 second grace period

This is a two-person interpretation event featuring selections from plays, short stories or novels.  The pair of actors use off-stage focus (meaning they cannot look at each other, or touch).  Drama and Comedy will compete in the same round.
